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Professionals and enthusiasts alike will love this beautiful book by James Hoffmann. From

overviews of the world's most vibrant coffee-growing regions, to step-by-step brewing tutorials, the

content is educational, thought-provoking, and substantial. I've already recommended this book to

Barista Magazine readers countless times. -- Sarah Allen, Editor Barista Magazine  A beautiful

world guide to the brown bean.  Taking the reader on a global tour of coffee-growing countries, The

World Atlas of Coffee presents the bean in full-color photographs and concise, informative text. It

shows the origins of coffee -- where it is grown, the people who grow it; and the cultures in which

coffee is a way of life -- and the world of consumption -- processing, grades, the consumer and the

modern culture of coffee.  Plants of the genus Coffea are cultivated in more than 70 countries but

primarily in equatorial Latin America, Southeast Asia and Africa. For some countries, including

Central African Republic, Colombia, Ethiopia, and Honduras, coffee is the number one export and

critical to the economy.  Organized by continent and then further by country or region, The World

Atlas of Coffee presents the brew in color spreads packed with information. They include:  The

history of coffee generally and regionally   The role of colonialism (for example, in Burundi under

colonial rule of Belgium, coffee production was best described as coercive. Every peasant farmer

had to cultivate at least 50 coffee trees near their home.)   Map of growing regions and detail maps  

Charts explaining differences in growing regions within a country   Inset boxes (For example, what is

the Potato Defect? Is Cuban coffee legal in the United States?)   The politics of coffee and the fair

trade, organic and shade grown phenomena   Beautiful color photographs taken in the field.  

Americans consume 400 million cups of coffee per day, equivalent to 146 billion cups of coffee per

year, making the United States the leading consumer of coffee in the world. The World Atlas of

Coffee is an excellent choice for these coffee lovers.
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New books on the topic of coffee love are published on a pretty regular schedule and a lot of them

are frothy ponds of coffee recipes and trivial nonsense. The book that always comes to mind if I'm

asked to recommend a book is Coffee: A Guide to Buying, Brewing, and Enjoying by Kenneth

Davids. For further reading, I always mention the huge resource library at the Sweet Maria's

website. Now, I might add this book to my list, at least for those who are new to coffee obsession.

(For the truly caffeinated, may I suggest Coffee: A Comprehensive Guide to the Bean, the

Beverage, and the Industry by Robert. W. Thurston. It's an exhaustive and exhausting joy to read -

accessible, but with plenty of scholarly details.)Roughly half this book is given over to the topic of

coffee horticulture, processing roasting, and brewing. The author, a London roaster and

prizewinning barista, takes a very user-friendly approach to the topic, and if nothing else the reader

will come away from these chapters understanding why a coffee identified by roast date, varietal,

region, and sometimes even the actual farm of origin is worlds apart from something in $tarbucks

labeled "Winter Blend". Hint: it's about quality control and a livable wage for the people who get it to

your table. Coffee freaks are an infinitely more practical and ecologically aware lot than your

average oenophile.
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